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Gates s Cloak of 


L ike George Bush, Robert Gates is 
neat, polite and quiet. Like George 
Bush, he has advanced steadily by 
being secretive, sycophantic, loyal and 
incurious. 

The expected confirmation of Gates 
as CIA director will represent a major 
victory for the president. Already, it is 
a triumph for Ronald Reagan, who 
invented the curious ethical standard 
whereby an offense is disqualifying only 
if it is indictable. The corollary: truth is 
that which the Democrats can’t prove. 

This Reagan legacy informs the 
whole Gates appointment process. And 
that is as it should be, because from the 
day it was discovered, Reagan 
maintained that there was no 
Iran-contra scandal, which was Bush’s 
position, too, although he admitted that 
“mistakes were made.” Naming Gates 
makes the denial official dogma. 

The first absurdity of the 
appointment is that Gates, whose 
official job will be to ferret out the 
world’s darkest secrets, is considered 
wildly eligible by all Republicans for the 
contradictory reason that he insists he 
had no idea of what was going on in his 
own office. 

The Republicans’ faces at the 
hearings light up every time the point is 
made that Gates, allegedly cut out of 
the loop by White House aide Oliver 
North and William J. Casey, the old 
rogue who was his boss at the CIA, was 
in the dark. The Republicans learned 
the essential lesson of the Reagan 
years, too. Don't worry about how silly 
a thing sounds or looks, get with the 
program. They are solidly behind Gates 
and trumpet his ignorance, which may 
be slightly at odds with his vaunted 
grasp of facts, but hey, he’s a shoo-in, 
and besides, look at Bush’s polls. 

Several of Gates’s subordinates 
attempted to inform him of the 
goings-on under his nose. One, Charles 
E. Allen, who was aptly called a warning 
officer, reported in August 1986 to a 
superior, Richard J. Kerr, that he 
suspected arms profits were being 
diverted to aid the contras. Kerr told 
Gates — who can’t remember being told 
that North was involved. 

Kerr followed Allen to the stand. 

Both of them could be midwestern 
insurance agents; there’s not a jot of 
James Bond in either. Kerr said Gates 
just didn’t register. Gates’s fans, who 
include Allen and Kerr, say many 
people told him many things. 

Still, it does seem odd that a man 
who went so far by noticing his 
masters’ wishes would have passed 
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